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Introduction
Correctional facilities are an important part of the society as it ensures that society is largely safe through the separation of the criminals from the rest of the society. They are used to lock up people who have committed criminal acts and this saves the society from further attacks by the perpetrators of crime. Correctional facilities are also used to instill good morals and behaviors in individuals who have been locked up. Through the correctional facilities, most of them are able to acquire several skills such as mechanics and carpentry. This is made possible by the learning that is conducted in the correctional facilities. This is intended to make them become productive members of the society in the future. Although correctional facilities are an integral part of the society, several challenges face them. The challenges affect the performance of the correctional facilities in the provision of appropriate care and also in instituting good behavior (Clear, Reisig & Cole, 2018). This is something that is bound to make them not perform according to their legal mandate and thus affect the process of correcting the behaviors of criminals. There are also internal challenges that the correctional facilities have to deal with and thus there needs to be a proper framework that guides the correctional facilities in order for them to deal with the challenges effectively. The issues that are currently impacting U.S correctional institutions include overcrowding, lack of adequate funding and privatization of the correctional institutions and therefore, this paper will explore the historical development of these three issues, their impact on safety and security of institutions as well as the possible solutions that can be applied to solve the issues.
Issues that are Currently Impacting Correctional Facilities in the U.S
One of the issue that impact correctional facilities in the US is overcrowding. According to the latest statistics, the United States has the world largest prison population. It is estimated that approximately 2.3 million people are living behind bars in the United States (Gabriel, 2018). This is a huge population considering the kind of facilities that might be there. The United States is known for its strict adherence to law and thus, most of the criminals locked up are people who have committed several offenses. Overcrowding is a big challenge for correctional facilities in the United States as it brings about the depletion of available resources. The budget that is set for the correctional facilities is mostly strained at all times due to the continuous influx of criminals into the facilities. Each and every day sees the incarceration of more criminals and this is something that is bound to affect the resources available. The inmates have to be provided with food and medical attention and all this costs money. The fact that there are a lot of inmates at the cells means that there is a likelihood of some of the inmates missing some of the crucial basic necessities. This is a danger to the correctional facilities as the lack of basic commodities by the criminal is likely to bring chaos and violence in the cells.
The problem of overcrowding also affects the living conditions of the inmates at the correctional facilities (Gabriel, 2018). This is to say that most of the inmates are squeezed together as there is no enough room to accommodate all the inmates. This affects their living conditions as they have no space for them even to breathe fresh air. The place that they are locked up gets dirty as they dispose of the wastes anyhow. The deteriorating living conditions is something that exposes them to several diseases which might lead to serious complications or even death. It is also important to note that overcrowding also affects the manner in which the correctional facilities officers can handle the inmates. There is an international standard that has been set in the world in relation to the prison officers and inmates’ ratio. They are only required to handle a certain number of inmates in order to effectively address some of their issues. Overcrowding brings a challenge as the prison officers are forced to handle a large population of inmates at the same time. They are unable to address most of the issues that the inmates may be facing from time to time. This leads to some of them taking matters into their own hands. The cases of violence are hard to spot by as a result of overcrowding, and thus, most of the inmates suffer from violence in silence. There are also issues of sexual defilement that occur as the prison officers are unable to thoroughly check on all the inmates. Overcrowding also brings about tiredness among the prison officers (Gabriel, 2018). Although they work in shifts, the number of inmates that they handle at the time of the shifts is huge and this leads to most of them getting extra tired. They are, therefore, unable to conduct most of the routine checks and this leaves a window of opportunity for those inmates that want to commit crime and violence in the cells to do so.
Another critical issue that affects correctional facilities in the United States is that of funding. Correctional facilities are mostly funded by the government, and thus, the budget that is allocated to them is mostly done once a year. Correctional facilities require a lot of funding in order to make the lives of the inmates comfortable. In as much as the inmates have committed crimes against the society, it does not mean that they should be denied their basic rights. Correctional facilities are institutions of instilling good behavior rather than making inmates suffer. The funds that have been allocated to the correctional facilities are not enough and this leads to some of the amenities to lack. This affects the efficient delivery of services to the inmates (Clear et al., 2018).  Correctional officers also depend on the budget that is allocated to the correctional facilities in order for them to get their salaries. The inadequate funding creates a situation where the prison officers are paid poorly as compared to other public servants. This is something that demoralizes them and therefore, they do not take their work with the seriousness that it deserves. There are also instances of prison officers forming cartels with the criminals in order for them to supply the inmates with some things from outside. This is done mainly for the prison officers to earn extra cash from the sale of certain requirements to inmates. The issue of overcrowding has also affected most of the correctional facilities and this has caused a strain on the funding that is provided. There is a huge consumption of resources in the correctional facilities and thus the budget allocated is not adequate at all.
The third issue that is currently impacting correctional facilities in the United States is that of privatization. There has been a lot of debates on the issue of privatization of correctional facilities as the government seeks to reduce the costs that are involved in managing correctional facilities. Through privatization, the government allows private people to operate and run prison facilities (Lindsey, Mears & Cochran, 2016). The owners of the prison facilities offer charges for every inmate that is incarcerated and this is paid by the government. In recent years, there has been a massive increase in the number of private owned prison facilities which is a move away from the traditional times where correctional facilities were a preserve of the government. The issue of privatization of correctional facilities has largely been brought about by the ever-increasing costs of managing correctional facilities and the increase in the number of inmates. The available resources have been strained to a great extent and this has forced the government to turn to private correctional facilities to manage their costs and also protect the society by finding an alternative place to lock up criminals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Historical Development of the Issues
The issue of overcrowding has stemmed mainly from the increase in the number of criminal activities in the country. The current dynamics of the society are complex and this leaves room for the occurrence of criminal acts as most of the people in the population to try to seek ways of survival. The economic conditions have worsened the case and this has seen a lot of innocent citizens being mugged and robbed severally (Gabriel, 2018). This has resulted in criminals being arrested and taken to jail. The high number of criminals has resulted in most of the correctional facilities being overcrowded as the criminals have to be kept away from the society.
The issue of funding has long been a threat to the existence of the correctional facilities. Lack of proper funding traces its roots in historical government as most of them have never bothered to allocate adequate funding to the correctional facilities. They are viewed mostly as places of criminals and thus no high importance is attached to them at the time of funding (Wildeman & Wang, 2017).  In some instances, those who are charged with allocating funds to correctional facilities are people who despite criminals and therefore they hold the view that they should be left to suffer. They have caused suffering to members of the society, and thus, they should also suffer the same thing the denial of appropriate funding. This has resulted in the allocation of minimal funds that are not adequate enough to cater for the interest of the inmates and the correctional officers
Privatization has its origins from the high costs that are associated with the running of correctional facilities by the government (Lindsey et al., 2016). Most of the rich people who have adequate resources have long proposed the issue of privatization of correctional facilities to assist the government and also prevent issues of overcrowding. They have converted some of their facilities to become correctional facilities through which they charge the government for each inmate. Although there are costs attached to it, this is slightly lower as compared to the cost involved in the running and maintenance of correctional facilities by the government
The Impact of these Issues on Institution Safety and Security
Overcrowding in the correctional facilities affects the safety and security of the institution to a large extent. This is because the number of inmates at the facilities may increase and overwhelm the people who are in charge of them. This is a situation that is likely to deteriorate in that the inmates can overpower the correctional officers and thus lead to them escaping out of the facilities (Gabriel, 2018). The inmates are also likely to cause serious harm to the correctional officers as they may be beaten to death or even in some cases defiled. Most of the inmates always have bad feelings towards the correctional officers due to the numerous mistreatment that they normally undergo at their hands. They also vow to teach the officers a lesson once they get out of the correctional facilities. Therefore, the slightest chance that the inmates will get will be used to exact revenge on some of the correctional officers and this is bound to bring a lot of harm and danger to these individuals. Overcrowding also affects the safety of the institution in the sense that the building in which the inmates are housed may fail to support the weight of the inmates and thus result in a collapse. This is very dangerous as the collapsing of the building may likely lead to massive death of both the inmates and the officers. Overcrowding also provides instances of violence in the facilities and this threatens the safety and security that is found in the institutions.
The issue of funding is another critical element that may affect the safety and security of the correctional facilities. This is because the lack of adequate funding means that the resources in the facilities may not be adequate enough and this is bound to lead to mass protests by the inmates. This can take the form of violence or even a hunger strike in which all the inmates in the facility come together to fight for their rights. This threatens the safety and security of the institutions as the situation may quickly degenerate into violence and destruction of correctional facilities (Clear et al., 2018). There will be massive damage that will cost a lot of money to repair and also puts the lives of the inmates at risk. Funding also affects the safety and security of correctional institutions in that the constant allocation of minimal resources may lead to the closure of the correctional facilities. The existence of correctional facilities depends on the kind of funding that they get from the government, and thus, the lack of funds threatens the very existence of the facilities. This is also something that affects the safety of the inmates and the society at large as the closure of correctional facilities is bound to lead to most of the inmates squeezing in the available ones and this brings about safety and security issue s on the correctional facilities.
Privatization also faces the safety and security of correctional institutions. This is in the sense that most of the people who are taking over correctional facilities are interested in only making profits since it is a business for them. This is something that results in them neglecting most of the critical aspects of correctional facilities as this may compromise the security of these institutions (Lindsey et al., 2016). Inmates require a lot of attention as much as the people who are not locked up and thus the neglecting of certain aspects on the pursuit of profits is bound to raise several issues within the correctional facilities and this is bound to bring about security issues.
Solutions for the Issues
The problem of overcrowding can be dealt with by increasing the number of correctional facilities in the country (Gabriel, 2018). The government should ensure that they set up more funds for the construction of additional facilities in various areas to relocate some of the inmates. The setting up of these facilities will offer relief to the facilities that are already squeezed to a great extent, and thus, the issue of overcrowding will be dealt with to a certain extent. Another suitable way of dealing with the issue of overcrowding is through the decongestion of the correctional facilities. Some inmates have committed minor offenders who occupy a lot of space in the correctional facilities. The government should come up with a program in which they are able to release some of the petty offenders or sentence them to carry out communal work out of jail. This is something that will reduce the number of inmates ate the facilities and thus minimize the problems that have been witnessed before. The facilities will, therefore, have only those offenders whose crimes are considered major and thus, the problem of overcrowding would have been solved.
The issue of funding can be addressed by the government allocating more resources to the management of correctional facilities. There is a need to formulate a special team that will be tasked with the process of checking on various issues affecting correctional facilities (Clear, et al., 2018). The team will involve various stakeholders that will analyze the manner in which the correctional facilities should be run and thus recommend appropriate funding that should be directed towards the correctional facilities. This will enable the government to allocate adequate funds that will be critical in running the operations of these facilities. The government can also partner with non-governmental organizations that are interested in maintaining security ion the country. These organizations will also provide adequate funding to the government for the running of the correctional facilities and this will ensure that adequate resources are available in the facilities.
Privatization can be addressed by the government and the private owners agreeing on a proper framework in which to carry out the issue (Lindsey et al., 2016). The interest of the inmates should be kept first even as the private owners seek to get profits from the running of the correctional facilities. This will ensure that the images do not suffer from the neglect that is occasioned by the private owners and thus the safety and society of the institutions will be enhanced. The government also needs to carefully analyze the people who are looking to offer correctional facilities services. This will enable them to provide this chance to people who have the necessary capacity and who will ensure that the inmates are well looked after.
Implementation of Solutions
The Louisiana DOC can implement the available solutions through several platforms. One of the ways in which they could implement the issue of privatization is by engaging various stakeholders in the state. Through this engagement, the department can analyze potential investors who may be willing to take up the services of correctional facilities in the area (Lindsey et al., 2016). This will assist the department in identifying those investors that have the available capacity to provide adequate services and thus award the tender to them. This will be done based on the policies that are formulated by the state regarding the issue of correctional facilities.
The Louisiana DOC needs to ensure that they engage the government at the time of preparing the budget for them to advocate for the allocation of more resources to the correctional facilities. They will ensure that all their necessary budgets are presented to the state government who will, in turn, analyze and offer a certain percentage of the budget. This will ensure that all the issues are captured by the department and that the availed funds will be able to cover the necessary expenses that are needed in the facilities (Clear et al., 2018). This is something that will enable the department to run the correctional facilities conveniently and thus be able to avoid the various challenges that are associated with the issue of lack of funding. The department can also formulae other means of getting revenue that will be critical to the sustaining of the correctional facilities. They will be able to obtain additional revenue apart from the one allocated by the government and this will go a long way in ensuring that the correctional facilities are well managed.
Solutions related to overcrowding can be solved by the department advocating for the release of minor offenders. The department has a list of various crimes committed and the people involved in them. They can analyze all the offenses committed and thus release some of the offenders who may have served three-quarters of their time or who may be directed to go and work for the community. This will, in turn, reduce the number of inmates that are in the correctional facilities in the Louisiana area and thus contribute to the process of decongesting the facilities (Gabriel, 2018). The department can also push for the allocation of more resources that will be used in the construction of additional correctional facilities in the area. The setting up of more facilities will enable some of the inmates to be transferred to the new facilities and this will lead to a reduction in the number of inmates congested. This is a long term measure that the department can formulate as they first look into the available short term ways.
Conclusion
There are a lot of issues that impact the running and operation of correctional facilities. These issues affect the way the inmates are treated and the manner in which the correctional officers can carry out their duties. All the inmates at the correctional facilities have a right to basic needs and therefore, the stakeholders involved in the issue of correctional facilities must ensure that this is taken care of. Issues such as overcrowding, funding and privatization affect the correctional facilities to a great extent and thus, there should be more focus on them to ensure that the impact that it has on the facilities is reduced. The state government should ensure that adequate resources are allocated to the institutions of correction and this will enable them to purchase various items that are critical in the running of the correctional facilities. The issue of privatization also needs to be discussed at length in order to come up with appropriate mechanisms of handling it. Appropriate solutions need to be formulated and implemented by both the state and the national government and this will ensure correctional facilities operate in a proper manner. This will require full cooperation by both levels of government which will, in turn, promote the welfare of correctional facilities.
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